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Hamada, an attractive and energetic city
where people want to live and enjoy life
~ A city rich in nature and human kindness
where bonds between people are treasured ~
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Hiroki Miura,
Mayor of Hamada City
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Hamada, an attractive and energetic city where people want to live and enjoy life
~ A city rich in nature and human kindness where bonds between people are treasured ~

Nestled between the mountains and the sea, Hamada City holds an abundance of beautiful nature, and is blessed with various local
resources, including culture, history, hot springs and delicious healthy food, all of which are nurtured by the climate and surrounding
environment.

Enjoy the beautiful nature found throughout the four seasons in Hamada City, featuring sunsets that turn the Sea of Japan red, the lush
greenery of the mountains, Iwami Tatamigaura beach and Misumi Obira Cherry Tree that are designated as national natural monuments, and
the terraced rice fields of Murodani and Tsukawa, both ranked in the Top 100 Terraced Rice Fields of Japan. The City has a long history in
that the government office of lwami Province was established about 1,300 years ago during the Ritsuryo period (mid-7th-10th centuries). The
culture of Hamada is preserved to this day through cultural treasures such as Iwami Kagura and Tonoura Bay, a port of call for Kitamaebune
cargo ships, each of which is a designated Japan Heritage. Other examples of cultural properties in Hamada include Sekishu-Banshi (washi
handmade paper), a registered UNESCO intangible cultural heritage, Hamada Castle Ruins, and Iwami Kokubunji Temple Ruins designated
as a national historic site. Tourism offers various attractions in Hamada all year round, including Shimane Aquarium AQUAS where bubble
rings made by beluga whales are popular with visitors, hot springs rich in water and mineral quality and beautiful beaches.

As for cuisine, Hamada City offers a wide variety of specialties including the Donchicchi Three Fishes that are caught at Hamada Fishing
Port, seafood represented by Hamada Port Seasonal Seafood and Fish, and Okidore Ichiban, farm products such as Saijo persimmons,
russet pears, large red grapes, and organic vegetables as well as Akaten, a spicy fried fish paste.

Hamada City has set out seven Frameworks for Community Development and promotes various measures and policies to realize our
future vision: “Hamada, an attractive and energetic city where people want to live and enjoy life ~ A city rich in nature and human kindness
where bonds between people are treasured ~.”

We actively promote collaboration amongst our citizens to realize an Energetic Hamada and to take the next leap forward as a regional
hub city in the western part of Shimane Prefecture.



A vibrant mythical world
filled with gods and ogres
~ Kagura handed down
in the lwami Region ~
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lwami Kagura

Iwami Kagura, a traditional performance art, was
designated a constituent cultural property of Japan Heritage
in May 2019.Enjoy stage performances by more than 50
kagura troupes throughout the year.
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San'in Hamada Port Seafood and Fish Brands

Hamada is abundant in fish and seafood and is well-known
for its horse mackerel, blackthroat seaperch, and flounder.
Fish and seafood caught at Hamada Fishing Port, including
“Hamada Port Seasonal Seafood and Fish,” are known as
Hamada Brand seafood.
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A City Rich in Culture

Hamada City offers many historic sites and cultural
treasures. Our profound culture and spirit of learning
valuable things from our past live on in modern-day Hamada
City.
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Attractive Tourist Spots

Come visit the various attractive tourist spots, including
Shimane Aquarium AQUAS, the only place in western Japan
where beluga whales can be seen, and the Hamada
Children’s Museum of Art where visitors can enjoy both
seeing and creating arts.

Welcome to Hamada City, Attractive and Full of Energy!
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High Quality Hot Spring

The spring quality is renowned for warming from inside the
body and leaving skin smooth. Mimata Onsen and Asahi
Onsen were ranked No.1 in their respective categories of the
2025 Hot Spring General Election.
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Beautiful Beaches

There are many popular beach spots where visitors can
immerse in nature, including Kokufu Beach, which is
designated as a course destination on the Chugoku Nature
Trail.
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A city that develops vibrant industries
and creates new job opportunities
[Industry and Economy department]
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A city focused on the development
of local infrastructure

for a comfortable lifestyle

[Local Infrastructure department]

BT
NWEWEL

B5E83%3F5
(2R AL A5 )

A city where people live
in good health and good spirits
[Health and Welfare department]
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A city where people live
in safety with peace of mind

[Disaster Prevention, Crime Prevention

and Fire Fighting department]
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Frameworks for

Community Development
To realize our future vision of Hamada City, we have
set out seven “Frameworks for Community

Development” and promote various measures and
policies.
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A city that protects and utilizes
its natural environment
[Environment department]

A city that nurtures people

with dreams and a love

for their hometown

[Education and Culture department]
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A Family Friendly City
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Creating a Safe Environment for Childbirth and
Nurturing

We support creating a place where parents who
are raising children can consult, exchange
information, and interact with others in the
community. We aim to create a community where
parents can live with peace of mind while balancing
work and family so that they can feel the joy of
raising children together.

Enhancement of Early Childhood Education

In order to improve the quality of early childhood education, the city
established the Hamada City Early Childhood Education Center. The
Center strives to improve the expertise of personnel involved in early
childhood education, for example, by dispatching staff to training sessions
at nursery schools and other facilities in the city.
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Biibi-kun no Oheya, Nursery for Sick and
Convalescent Children

Nurses and childcare workers temporarily take
care of children who are unable to spend time in a
group due to illness or injury, when their parents
are unable to care for them at home due to work.
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We create and maintain an environment where children can grow up in good health and support
parents so that they can feel joy while raising children in a relaxed manner.
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Raising Children in a Relaxed Manner

We work to reduce the financial burden on families
raising children so that every family can raise their
children in a relaxed manner and with peace of
mind.

We develop and maintain facilities such as
after-school childcare and nursery schools for
further improved childcare quality.
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Family Support Center

This Center serves as an intermediary agent for
assistance activities between those who need
childcare support (requesters) and those who
provide such support (service providers) using a
registration system. The Center helps to reduce the
burden on child-raising and allows parents to better
balance work and child-raising.

HAMADA
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Child-Raising Generation Comprehensive Support Center
“SUKU-SUKU”

The Child-Raising Generation Comprehensive Support Center is a facility
that parents and children are free to use not only for health care
management during pregnancy but also for consultation and support in
child-raising. The Center also serves as a place where parents can
communicate with each other.

Pl 0
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A City Fa mous fo r IWa m i Ka g ura With magnificent and elegant costumes, expressive masks, and skillfully

manipulated serpent bodies (Jado), the Iwami Kagura is performed gallantly and
energetically to inspiring music that fascinates all spectators, young and old,
enjoying the performance.
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In Hamada City, there are more than 50 kagura troupes as well as many kagura industry ch\E This is a representative performance of lwami Kagura in which the hero of
workshops, including those making kagura costumes, kagura masks made of Sekishu washi Orochi ancient Japanese mythology, Susanoo-no-Mikoto, conquers the eight-headed
(handmade Japanese paper), and lantern-shaped serpent bodies. (Giant Serpent) giant serpent.
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The costumes are magnificent and elegant with gold and silver threads
richly woven. The costumes are hand-sewn by craftsmen, and are
beautiful in every detail, making lwami Kagura an even more colorful and
magnificent spectacle.

Japan Heritage

The story based on the theme of Kagura handed down in the western part of
Shimane Prefecture (Ilwami district), “A mythical world where gods and
demons live - Kagura, passed down through the generations in lwami -,” was
certified as a Japan Heritage in 2019. As cultural properties comprising the
story, 52 cultural properties have been certified, including Iwami Kagura and
Omoto Kagura, as well as historical sites, traditional performing arts, and
traditional crafts related to each.

Jado (Serpent Body)

Jado is a stage costume used for a giant serpent, which was developed in
Hamada City. It is made by pasting several layers of Sekishu washi paper
onto a bamboo frame, and is lightweight and strong despite its length of
about 17 meters.
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Iwami Kagura Mask

-
BRNBERITEER
Iwami Kagura National Theatre Performance Executive Committee

Masks are made by pasting several layers of “Sekishu washi,” a traditional
craft of Hamada City. It is characterized by its lightness and durability,
which are indispensable for Ivami Kagura that involves many strenuous
movements.

08



)\ﬂ@lﬁ% (Nﬁi) 1158
R;E92EE. *

It

Hachiman

ZR FIx

Kurozuka

This is a performance in which Hachimanmaro (Emperor Ojin) holds the bow of
the divine spirit with the arrow of the expedient to exterminate the demon king.
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This is a performance in which Shoki (Demon Queller) holds Chinowa (cogon

grass ring) to exterminate a demon that presides over disease and evil. The

elegant costumes are also a highlight.

B

Jinrin
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Sekishu Washi

The common material for the masks, costumes, and serpent bodies that
are indispensable for Ivami Kagura is Sekishu Washi, represented by
Sekishu Banshi (Japanese paper). For about 1,300 years, the
papermaking technique has been handed down by craftsmen in Hamada
City.
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Fireworks for Kagura

Fireworks are used when demons and giant serpents appear. It was
developed by craftsmen in Hamada City through a process of trial and
error by adjusting the time and the amount of gunpowder.
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Kagura Flute (six-holed horizontal flute)

The kagura flute produces a crystal-clear tone to accompany the intense
dance. After World War Il, the flute was improved by a flute player in
Hamada City by adding a recorder-style mouthpiece so that it can be
played for a long time.
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Hoin is deceived by an evil fox. The audience becomes enlivened by the
hilarious dialogue and the evil fox that weaves its way throughout the audience
while chasing Hoin.
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The emperor at the time exterminates a winged demon named Jinrin who has

invaded Japan. Two gods and two demons dance vigorously in this
performance.

HAMADA
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Public Performance

There are more than 50 kagura troupes in Hamada City, and you can enjoy
performances throughout the year at various shrines at dedications,
regular performances, and on stages at event venues. While Hamada City
is the birthplace of Hacchoshi Kagura, there are also many troupes that
hand down Rokuchoshi Kagura, and the city is a valuable region where
people enjoy a wide variety of kagura performances.
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A City Ab un d a nt i n FiSh Hamada is blessed with an abundance of seafood. Hamada Fishing Port is a

bustling port full of fishermen and delivers fresh seafood to not only the San'in area
but all around Japan.
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Specialties and Traditional Crafts
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and Blackthroat Seaperch)ﬂ
Seafood Brand “Donchicchi’

“Donchicchi” is a word unique to Hamada that children use to describe the rhythm of the music in Iwami Kagura. Horse mackerel,
blackthroat seaperch and flounder are branded with this word and loved by the citizens of Hamada. They are shipped all around
Japan and closely connected with the image of San'in Hamada Port.

Akaten (Spicy Fried Fish Paste)
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Hamada Port Seasonal Seafood and Fish

The offshore waters to the west of Shimane Prefecture serve as an excellent fertile area that produces vast amounts of plankton that - it
4 L
fish feed on due to the warm Tsushima Current merging with the cold, nutrient-rich deep-sea waters of the Shimane area. A large 7ILA U%%ﬂ( E%kﬁ
amount of delicious seafood is caught throughout the year at Hamada Port. 29 kinds of seafood are certified as “Hamada Port Alkaline Natural Water Iwami Ceramic Ware
Seasonal Seafood and Fish” and satisfy the palates of people all around Japan. \
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A City Abundant in Agriculture and Forests
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Large Red Grapes Saijo Persimmons
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Russet Pears Organic Vegetables
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Processed Livestock Products
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Sekishu-Banshi

(Washi Handmade Paper),
UNESCO intangible cultural heritage
and Japanese important intangible
cultural property
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Hamada City is an area rich with organic agriculture. With the aim of realizing
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Promotion of Organic Agriculture

We promote sustainable organic
agriculture in cooperation with farmers,
companies, and government agencies
in order to pass on rich agriculture and
abundant nature to the next generation.
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Livestock and Forestry

“profitable agriculture and forestry,” we promote developed crops and circular
forestry.
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Promotion of Community Agriculture

In order to preserve the beautiful rural
landscape, we promote labor-saving
weeding operations and support
community-based agriculture by
fostering community farming
organizations.

Our livestock industries, such as dairy farming, hog raising, and Wagyu cattle breeding, are all thriving. Producers, JA (Japan

Agricultural Cooperatives), and the government all work as one to develop these industries.

In addition, to effectively utilizes our rich wood resources that make up 80% of our land, and for environmental preservation to
leave our rich forests to future generations, forestry organizations, forest owners, and the government are all working together
to promote sustainable and circular forestry, through “cutting, using, planting, and raising.”
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A City that Creates New Job Opportunities
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Hamada Port has developed as Shimane Prefecture’s only international trading port, while Misumi Port has developed as an

energy port where a coal-fired power plant is located. We will promote further development of port infrastructure and
revitalization of the local economy.

Utilization of Ports
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Business Attraction

We actively attract and invite new enterprises to promote diverse employment opportunities.
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The Chugoku Electric Power Co., Inc., Misumi Power Station
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Shimane Asahi Rehabilitation Program Center
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We work to promote existing industries such as agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, which
are nurtured by the rich natural environment, and to attract and invite new enterprises that
are expected to employ human resources who can respond to the needs of the new era.

HAMADA
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BUY Hamada Campaign

This is a campaign to improve the livelihood of our citizens
through the creation of a circular flow economy and
revitalization of the region.
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A City N u rtu red by th e C ommun ity While making our hometown an educational resource, we nurture youth who love

and contribute to our hometown, developing their ability to think, judge and express.
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"Hometown-based Education” That Nurtures Pride in Our

oo HAMADAZS#E/(L

~ )7
We nurture spirit of children, including from early childhood to junior high school students, to love their hometown I / y — [ J l:
by using books about Hamada City locals and through the hometown rediscovery project.
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HAMADA Consortium for Attractive Education

2 . = The HAMADA Consortium for Attractive Education aims to “create
v = o S R
EI Jmhz (’\asa-° %m@ﬁj{# schools that work together with the community,” “develop human
o : resources through attractive learning,” and “contribute to a virtuous
. . . The University of Shimane " e .
Developing Talents at the University of Shimane and Other Institutions cycle of community revitalization” through collaboration between

schools and the community, and to create a vibrant future of Hamada
together with high school students.

Hamada City is home to the University of Shimane, Shimane Rehabilitation College, and other higher education
institutions where the development of talents that will be active in local society in the future is pursued. Hamada City
also works together with the university and institutions to support research and other activities for students.
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Enhancement of Library Services

In order to enable people of all ages to use the library and promote reading activities, we work to improve library
functions that are accessible to all by expanding the collection of a wide range of books and providing enhanced
consultation services to users.
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A City where People Live Comfortably and Energeti
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We develop and maintain roads, ports, and other transportation infrastructure to
create a city where people can live comfortably. We also create systems, facilities,
and environments so that people can lead a healthy lifestyle in Hamada City.
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In order to develop the local economy, we promote lobbying the national
government for the early opening of the entire San’in Expressway and the early
realization of the four-lane Hamada Expressway, with the aim of quickly
establishing an expressway network.
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We work with local medical institutions to take the necessary measures to maintain local medical care so that people can
receive medical care with peace of mind. In addition, we train and invite medical professionals who are responsible for
community medical care.
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We introduce breakfast recipes, recipes for the prevention of lifestyle-related diseases, and local cuisine. We also promote

the practice of sound dietary habits and prevention of low nutrition to prevent lifestyle-related diseases and the aggravation of \ /

such serious illnesses.
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We promote the “Hamada Health Challenge Project” as an
opportunity for citizens themselves to engage in health
promotion. Participants can accumulate points and apply for
prizes by challenging themselves in the three categories of
exercise, dietary habits, and social participation.
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A City that Walks through Life Together with Citizens i

In the assembly, city council members discuss various issues
related to civic life in order to determine the direction of the
municipal administration. The municipal government and the
municipal assembly respect each other’s positions to create a
better Hamada City.
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Aiming To Be an Open Assembly

You can observe a plenary session and committee meeting. Meeting materials and videotaped plenary
sessions are posted on the website of the municipal assembly. We issue a “Hamada Municipal Assembly “Furusato” Hometown Tax Donation Program
Newsletter” four times a year and “Hamada Municipal Assembly Mini-Newsletter” eight times a year and
actively exchange opinions with citizens to promote an open assembly.

© i DIET

Those who donate more than 1,000 yen to the town can enjoy their choice
of our local specialties as a thank you for their donation.

Map of Districts
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the unique characteristics of each of our five districts, in order \ /
to reflect a greater number of voices from local residents in the municipal government.
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National Cultural Property
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(Shingakuin Temple)
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National Cultural Property Ruins

of Iwami Kokubunji Temple (Konzoji Temple)
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Phantom Railroad Heritage Remains of Bridge Piers

from “Imafuku Line of Kohin Railway” 5‘km

The Kohin Railway connects Hiroshima and Hamada. The Imafuku
Line in Shimane was left uncompleted after construction was
suspended in 1940, and many of the bridge piers and tunnels
remain standing as they were. The site is popular as a photo spot
amongst fans of the remains.
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Life by Numbers in Hamada City
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@) @) @) (20251 85%)
F e 48,4854

(as of the end of January 2025)
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I i I Number of Households ﬂ%

24,945 Households
(as of the end of January 2025)
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4.1 people
Moving in to Hamada
(per day) (2024)
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5.2 people
Moving out of Hamada
(per day) (2024)
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Births (per day) A
0.7 People (2024)

(20244F) A
Deaths (per day)

2.6 People (2024)
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Marriages
(for family registry accepted)
One Couple Every 2.9 Days (2024)
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Ambulance Dispatches (per day) 9 = 1 14:

9.1 Times (2024)
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City Emblem
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Flower/Tree/Fish of City
20094F10818#IE  Adopted on October 1, 2009
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City Flower: “Azalea”
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TEL (0855) 22-2612 (f&)

(0855) 25-9100 (B&)

FAX (0855) 22-3091
https://www.city.hamada.shimane.jp
E-mail : info@city.hamada.lg.jp
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The crest wave design symbolizes the
beach (hama), and the cross at the
center symbolizes a bright future, and
at the same time, the design
represents the Chinese character
“da,” which means rice field like those
cultivated in the mountain villages.

O

+.
¥

£

Hamada City

0K
Yamaguoh Prefectue

Guide to Hamada City

Issued: March 2023

Revised: March 2026

Publisher:

Hamada City (Mayor’s Office)

1 Tonomachi, Hamada City,

Shimane Prefecture 697-8501

TEL: (0855) 22-2612 (main)
(0855) 25-9100 (direct line)

FAX: (0855) 22-3091

https://www.city.namada.shimane.jp

E-mail: info@city.hamada.lg.jp

Printed by: Kashimura Co., Ltd.

City Tree: “Cherry Tree”

(Adopted on February 23, 2006)
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City Fish: “Blackthroat Seaperch”
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For more information on the measures and policies of

&4 Hamada City, please visit here.
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Hamada City Comprehensive Search\
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