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Let’s hurry, going over Kumano
Mountains, to the far away land
of Yamato.
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Yamato is not unified. Village
chiefs are fighting over their
borders.
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lzumo Grand Shrine was built
to show respect to gods.
Susano rushes to Ozasa
stomping on the road.
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It was Susano who first
made straw hats with fresh
green rice hay.
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Susano, travelled around the
world under white clouds.
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Susano is credited for a god
who brought seeds and
covered fields in green.
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Susano had a big ship built
and returned here from
Kingdom of Sheila.
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The origin of a ship is the one
that Susano had built in order
to sail across the big sea.

‘0000000000000 'D000000 000000
HiNE NN OOO0OoOoooooogd

(A EomE 2oL ScB| | for 0 PRRe S
TWBDEE5h, A/ AD , goa o
z lzumo? People do know know

CEMHULTRRLWELEE WS . .
CEEASHEWEZS, ) how violent and fast he is.

Loooog ooooo o
HEEEEEEEE

(FAFKREFERDRIBREDH
THD. AP/ ATHD)
| am Susano, a brother of
Amaterasu, Sun Goddess.
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All the gods discussed how
to get her out of the cave in
vain. They got angry with me
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So | chmde_rec_zl arc_)und the
world in rain, in wind

In high waves and arrived at
Sheila in Korea. Then |
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sailed from Sheila, arriving at
lzumo, Japan.
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| am wondering why
someone is sobbing.
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| must find out the truth of
this sobbing.
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An old man and an old
woman and a princess
appear.
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When does a flower of
farewell to my child bloom?
Would it be in July, Fall?
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What kind of god are you?
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| am a son of O-yama-tsumi,
God of Mountains.
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My name is Ashina-dzuchi. My
wife’s name is Tena-dzuchi.
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This is my daughter, Princess
Kushi-Inada.
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Look over there. It's Yata-ga-
sako.

Orochi, an enormous snake,
lives upstream of He River.
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On its back grows trees.
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The belly is inflamed red in
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Then | will save her life.
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Orochi has loved sake.
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| found a good place in
lzumo. | will build a palace
for my wife protected with
many fences.
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| will hide Princess in Sakusa.
Susano, please save her.

| will hot trust a man who
has an affair. My daughter
would rise from a grave if
you cheat on her.
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Take her to Sakusa Village.
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a shrine and worship it as
“God of Eight Fences.”
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majestically, he proceeded to
the shrine.
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Kagura Troupe!

od



A RBAEEDFHINNE
HnTsd. ARM

SRS B M+ EEESE

e T9, I VI/\
MENETGESGEN
AR A

([ [

LT 000

oo



[LTT 0000

KT A DA
BRAGE R5E

L O0nig
00000004 oiooigon

ERERN

LUidooodoonnoma

.0oOooooooo
Joooooooood

gooooooboooooood
gooooooooboboooon
gooooouoboooooood
gooon

sboooouogod
Oooooobooooo

3 R
HO00I00oIOodmoobitooond
0L A A
OoDooOm

ooooboooood
oodoboboooood

oooooboooooood
oooooboooooood
oooooboooooood
oo




[LTT 0000

oooooodgobobod
" O0oo0oooooooo

I
A
QO000biD00oo0ioddDo0dO 4 ang
N

)Ooooooooooooooo
0000O00ooon

gooooooboooooood
goooond oobbboofof
goooooboon

yooooooooooooood

Ooooooboonon

N o
Oo00oidintiodoidinotUoomd
O
L0000000i00o 00Dk

y)0o000o00oooOoood

oooobooog

ooooubooooooon
oooooboooooood
gooon




[LTT 0000

)O0000000oOooooo
gooooooon

0OoiO0doiitioboboooiiond
QO00ONOOdgomndotinodondag
L00O0ONti0bondnoondouoD
HO0boi0O0odnoa:

N N
moooooooooooon nooooooooboooodg
Jooobooobooood goooooobooooo
doooobobooooooood I o A A
doooobobooooooood 0 A
Ooooooboon 000000000000 tOobooo

(0 0

yoobobooooooano
ooobobooood
ooubboboooooooaag
ooubboboooooooaag
goooon

(O N




[LTT 0000

poogooboogoon
oooouoooon

[DI0oOoIbdootitdrdooniiidnoto
ii0indoindiooooidimoooioon
(A

Qoon:

N N

mooooooOoooooono nooooooooboooodg
Ooooobobooooo oooooooooon
Ooooubobooooooood 0000O00000000IO L omtOmtotuiot
Oogoobobooooooood 0000000000 0ib0diboidiobiCo
doboooogouoooooo J00O0omoiuoouiboooooo
Oooooon

(0 0

oooouboboooooood
oooooboooooood
0O

oooouboooooood
oooooooon
1
000OImnd

(O N




[LTT 0000

DO0000000O0O00oooooon
ooooooooo
(BEWFEZEL UCERRICER
N, £ENBDLS ICKZEXFIL)

who descended from the second
prince of Sun Goddess.

HEN gobooooggooog
HEN ERERN

OO
OO

FEZ5NnTIcE< OEY =5
. EHRETICERREED)

| was able to read without being
taught, and to wrote poems

easily.
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| was able to know the intension
of gods. Evil monsters behaves in
front of me.
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| was exiled, feeling regretful.
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Listen, Guard! | feel bitter about
Fuiiwara Sadakuni and Suaane Ason
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I will climb on the top of the highest
mountain here
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to plead my innocence to the god
who rules the heaven and all things.
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| want to return to the capital.
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| understood.
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Listen, Guard!
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You should leave for Kyoto and
protect the aovernment
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| shoud leave for Chikushi Dazaifu.
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| did not expect Emperor would
punish you this way.
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Men of dignity are consistent in
thought even in a difficult situation.
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Empress Jinko attacked three
Korean countries following her
aracle
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Selfish Left Minister will hurt the
foundation of countrv
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Left Minister might have said unfair
tinas

uobbgooboboooobooood
goood

guooooooboobooood
gogogon

Please change your mind and defeat

| eft Minister
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God: Who is he? Ason, Sadakuni,
or Left Minister Tokihira?
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God: | will ask God of Lightening to
let a lot of red burning iron balls
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to fall on to their house and Kkill
them.
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Guard: Who is there? Sugane Ason
or Sadakuni?
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Tokihira: No, | am not any of those.

FEO0O00O0oooooooo
gooog

(EAREICRICEE L. KEERBL
rInEs)

Tokihira: Although succeeded in
framing Right Minister
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Tokihira: | am still Left Minister. |
feel bitter to Emperor.
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Tokihira: | am from the Fujiwara
family. The smoke in my chest is
still smoldering.

KFE O00o0O0oooooooooo
gogbooogad

CEFRZEHLDZFDS, RIZFE
D%matkﬁwﬁﬁT%%)

Tokihira: Let me reveal my real
name. | am Left Minister Tokihira,
who framed Right Minister.
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Tokihira: People call me monster
who has bad heart.
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Later Tenjin left Dazaifu and entered
Kitano Shrine in Kyoto, after killing
Tokihira.
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Hachiman protects you and your
world forever like clear water
running endlessly between
rocks.
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Yawatamaro, God enshrined in Usa
Shrine in Provice of Buzen in Kyushu.
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Demon: | am Demon King of the
Sixth World in India. | am Master
of shape shifting.
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Demon: You may be a god, but |
will shape shift into Smoke of
the Three Worlds,
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Strange incidents happen in the
Imperial Palace during midnight.
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Black clouds spring up from East
Forest and cover the Palace.
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The clouds cause a great distress to
the Emperor.
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is called “*Nue.”
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Born into a family of archers, | was
summoned to defeat the
mvsterious creature
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Please defeat the monster. It is my
honor to accompany you.
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| have the body of an ox, the limbs
of a tiger, and the tail of a snake.
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Shimane: Subtitled Iwami Kagura Sacred
Dance Drawing Praise in Shimane Pref.
City; Improving Accessibility for Modern
Audiences

£ 1 B

A The Yomiuri Shimbun
(© 10:27J8T, January 4, 2025

HAMADA, 5himane — The prologue and
chanting in Iwanmui kagura traditional sacred
dance and music are difficult to understand
even for Japanese. An attempt is being made,

therefore, to make the famous performing art,

native to the [wami region of western Shimane

The Yomiuri Shimbun

A monitor on the left displays subtitles during a Prcfecture, more cn_j D}’ﬂblc b}r displaying
performance of lwami kagura sacred dance and 2 2
music in Hamada, Shimane Prefecture. subtitles on a monitor near the stage.

The monitor shows the original text, its modern

translation and an English translation. The performances have been proving incredibly popular.

The subtitling experiment 1s being conducted by Prof. Mariko Eguchi of the University of
Shimane, who specializes in communication studies. When she carried out the first experiment
with the original text and its English translation in fiscal 2023, she received requests to add a
modern Japanese translation to the monitor. She therefore prepared subtitles for nine pieces,
including “Orochi,” “Tenjin” and “Yorimasa,” showing the original texts, their modem

translations and English translations together on one display.

Four showings were conducted from September to November for evening performances of
Iwami kagura at a venue in Hamada in the prefecture. In questionnaires for audience members

who attended the performances, 64 out of 84 found the subtitles very useful.

“I"d like to help people who haven’t been able to understand the stories [of kagura
performances] to enjoy them through subtitles,” Eguchi said.

She 1s now planning to make a proposal to the city of Hamada to attract tourists from home and

abroad with Iwami kagura.
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