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Exploring Inbound Tourism Videos
of Iwami Kagura:
Focusing on the Effect of Storytelling

Eguchi Mariko

Abstract
A growing number of inbound tourism promoters are interested in the effective

promotion of traditional performing arts, since inbound tourism is seen as a remedy for
the declining population of Japanese rural areas. This study explored the characteristics
of successful inbound tourism videos, focusing on the effect of storytelling. Storytelling
1s a powerful communication tool as human beings naturally seek stories to make
sense of the world. Using the data from a survey and a focus group, the author tested
if the videos of Iwami kagura with a story were more effective than those without a
story, and found the types of the videos were not significantly related to the viewers’
willingness to watch Iwami kagura. The author described the characteristics of
effective inbound tourism videos as having a clear message, foreign language subtitles
and captions, and improved editing and shooting. It was concluded further research
1S necessary to determine the effect of a story on the motivation for visiting a travel

destination.






